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Houston County IT officials deployed 721 Xirrus Arrays with more than 2,550 radios throughout
the district. This is the equivalent of 1225 2-radio APs, meaning Houston County deployed 504
fewer devices than they would have with traditional solutions. In addition, the Xirrus Management
System (XMS), a wireless-network management platform, was installed to provide full monitoring
and control of the Xirrus wireless network. IT administrators were concerned with the security of
the network, especially with students bringing their own wireless-enabled devices to campus. The
board was concerned about the risk and implications of misuse of the network. They implemented
a multi-layered security strategy to secure network access to the Internet with SonicWALL
firewalls, allowing only authenticated access and securing the devices using the AirWatch
enterprise mobility management solution.

Xirrus Enables Pervasive Wi-Fi on
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The Advantages of Partnering with Xirrus and AirWatch
The Xirrus-AirWatch joint solution brings together the best-in-class high performance wireless
provider with the world’s leading mobile security and enterprise mobility management provider
to ensure secure mobile access for Houston County’s fleet of devices. While Xirrus enforces
access policies as the mobile devices access the network, AirWatch uses its agent and/or profiles
installed on the device to enforce access policies from within. The Xirrus-AirWatch solution
provides the school board’s devices with comprehensive protection.
With AirWatch, Houston County’s IT administrators can track board-issued devices, configure
policies and settings, distribute apps and secure access to school networks and resources all
through a single Web-based console. AirWatch allows IT administrators to ensure devices are
compliant with school policies and monitor violations in real-time.
Wireless technology is the new norm; it is among the most effective tools to enhance the learning
experience and create a more engaging atmosphere for students. Xirrus provides the scalability,
upgradability and simplicity of management that the Houston County School District required to
implement an elastic network to meet the needs of students for many years to come. Unlike any
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receive voice, video and data from any device, and no vendor delivers this better than Xirrus. The
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students in new, more effective ways. Xirrus delivers wireless that is scalable, simple to deploy, and
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on the network,” said Travis Williams, network engineer at BYU-Idaho. “One particular building
comes to mind, the Joseph Fielding Smith Building. I receive feedback from the faculty teaching
in this building, and they have nothing but positive things to say about the connectivity. They
may not be familiar with things like bandwidth loads, channel tuning, etc. – but they know it just
works and that’s what they want.”
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One of the University’s largest buildings is the Hyrum Manwaring Student Center. The four-story
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